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Welcome to Kendal Early Learning Center!
Dear Parents,

Your child’s education is very important to us. To ensure that your child is receiving the most complete educational experience we can provide, it is KELC’s policy to conduct ongoing developmental screening and assessment using a variety of researched based assessment tools.  Results from these tools help teachers plan their daily program, individual goals for each child and identify potential developmental delays for which we can assist families in finding additional services.
KELC Philosophy:  

Kendal at Oberlin's learning center’s philosophy is to work as a team with families, teachers, and with the on-going support of Kendal community residents to provide a healthy, safe environment that nurtures the development and individual creativity of all the children in our care by:

· promoting physical, social, emotional, and cognitive development;

· enhancing the ability to communicate feelings and ideas along with encouraging positive interactions between staff, children, families, and residents;

· initiating the ability to make appropriate choices independently and to develop the ability to understand the consequences of decisions and actions; and

· enhancing the ability to identify and set individual goals and to strive to complete them while showing the beginnings of time awareness.

Listed below are short summaries of the four different types of assessments used at Kendal Early Learning Center.
1. Health Screenings
Each child is required to have a yearly physical. This completed document is an assessment of your child physical health and currant immunizations. Please make sure your physician addresses, all health questions on our physical form. (Height, Weight, Vision, Hearing, Lead, Hematocrit)                          Kendal also provides vision screening free of charge to our preschool children, once during each calendar year.                                                                                                                                  
2. School Readiness Assessments
Each child enrolled in our Preschool Classroom participates in the Creative Curriculum Assessment Gold piece online.  The curriculum assessments coincide with the developmental domains of the Creative Curriculum and the Ohio Early Learning Development Standards which cover age’s birth to kindergarten.  Your child’s teachers will gather classroom observations, work samples, information from the parents, and results from the ASQ-3 to document children’s progress and plan individual weekly goals to ensure that children enter Kindergarten with the knowledge they need to succeed in all future learning.  In addition, teachers have the availability to print a progress report off that you can take to your child’s Kindergarten teacher to let them know where they are at in their development and Kindergarten Readiness.
3. Ages and Stages Screening Tool - (ASQ-3)                                                                                             
 All children enrolled in our program are assessed using the Ages & Stages Questionnaires.                        Ages and Stages is Parent-completed, Child Monitoring System.  Kendal Early Learning Center uses this resource together with parents, to help them to understand their child's development. This system includes a series of 17 questionnaires designed to identify infants and young children who show potential developmental problems. The questionnaires are designed to be completed by parents when a child is 2, 4, 6, 8, 9, 10, 12, 16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 27, 30, 33, 36, 42, 48, 54, and 60 months of age.  Each questionnaire has specific questions that are answered by the parent, and then scored by each child’s teacher. The results are used to determine whether the child is on target or needs further evaluation. Questionnaires are easy to understand and complete.  They bring teachers and families together to work as a team for their child’s development.  
The validity of Ages & Stages Questionnaires®, Third Edition (ASQ-3) and the Ages & Stages Questionnaires®: Social-Emotional (ASQ: SE) has been studied extensively. Psychometric studies based on normative samples of more than 18,000 questionnaires for ASQ-3 and more than 3,000 questionnaires for ASQ: SE show high reliability of both instruments (> 90%), internal consistency, sensitivity, and specificity.                                  
Thousands of families have completed questionnaires, and innumerable professionals using the questionnaires have provided valuable feedback to the tools' developers at the Early Intervention Program at the University of Oregon. In addition, the developers are always pleased to receive blind data to help further their research and the development of future editions. If your program has collected data and would like to share it, e-mail rights@brookespublishing.com. Please include your data and complete contact information, which will be shared only with the authors and not used by Brookes Publishing or any other party. http://www.agesandstages.com/research/index.html
4. Creative Curriculum
Choosing a preschool curriculum is an important decision. The curriculum you select, and how you implement it, affects the outcomes for children.

For over 30 years, Teaching Strategies has helped early childhood educators across the country to plan and implement content-rich, developmentally appropriate programs that support active learning and promote children’s progress in all developmental areas.  Today, The Creative Curriculum is widely regarded as a forward-thinking, comprehensive, rigorously researched curriculum approach that honors creativity and respects the role that teachers play in making learning exciting and relevant for every child.  As the field of early childhood education has evolved, so too has The Creative Curriculum, incorporating the latest research and best practices and taking the needs of every type of learner into account.
We chose to use Creative Curriculum as our curriculum because it is research based, aligned with our philosophy, and is child focused.  The Creative Curriculum helps prepare your child for success in school and in life using the most current research on learning and brain development.  Our teachers collect anecdotal observations, and organize them on a child’s online profile using the Creative Curriculum’s Gold assessment tool along with the learning objectives.  Using the online assessment tool they are also able to plan activities to assist children to the next developmental level in all areas.
The Creative Curriculum approach blends the knowledge of Jean Piaget with practical teaching experience.  As teachers, parents, and educational researchers have discovered, the Creative Curriculum not only helps young children excel in language, social emotional, and cognitive learning but also promotes independence, curiosity, decision-making, cooperation, persistence, creativity, and problem solving — the fundamental skills that help determine success in adult life. 
With the Creative Curriculum, KELC can create a high-quality learning environment that enables every child to become a creative, confident thinker.  You may visit www.teachingstrategies.com to learn more about the Creative Curriculum or see the additional Parent Guide in your New Parent Packet. Copies are also available from your child’s teacher.
